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BATH SQUARE

OLD PORTSMOUTH | PO1 2JL

Freehold
Guide Price

£3,250,000

In Brief

We have been asked to market some outstanding homes in our time, but this
house truly ranks as one of the most individual and unique homes in the
Solent area. The property was originally used by Customs Officers from at
least the early 1700's through to the 1970's when it was purchased by the
current owner’s family. Located at the entrance of Portsmouth Harbour on
the famous ‘Spice Island’ fabled in history.

The Old Customs Watch House has played witness to the Nation’s history
with a plethora of ships leaving and entering the harbour including Nelson,
Wellington, Captain Scott of the Antarctic, Kings and Queens even witnessing
the birth of Australia with the first fleet. Notwithstanding the constant
passage of Royal Naval vessels over the Centuries, including both World
Wars, the submarines from HMS Dolphin directly opposite to the Falklands
task force contrasted by the sleek racing machines of Ben Ainsley team that
are located nearby, a history that few other houses in the Country could boast
of, truly forming a part of the United Kingdom’s heritage.
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William Wyllie the famous Seascape Artist who lived at Tower House a few doors away famously quoted that the ships passed
so close to his house he felt he “could pass a biscuit to the ship’s Captain as it left the harbour” but with the Old Customs
Watch House you truly feel you could leap aboard, round the deck and leap off again without getting your feet wet.

The property was originally built with a slipway allowing the Customs oared cutters to launch directly into the harbour hence
the racks for the oars still to be found in the Kitchen/Dining Room which previously served as the boat house. In the Drawing
Room hammock hooks are still evident on the beams. Amusingly one of the other unique features is the position of the Letter
box located at the top of the front door. This was placed at this level to curtail a local custom that developed in the 18th century
of people urinating through the letterbox.

In 1905 the upper jetty was built with the observation hut to give an unrestricted view of the harbour approaches the adjacent
(Now demolished) Quebec Hotel was blocking the open view. With the advent of motor vessels, the lower deck replaced the
slipway allowing boats to be lowered via davits and larger motor vessels to moor alongside the jetty which the current owner
has turned into a lovely garden with ample seating area.

There is potential with the roof terrace to develop further accommodation and retain a balcony subject to consultation with the
local planning authorities and it may also be permissible to convert the former bonded store into a garage which again would
be subject to the necessary permissions.

The current owner has created a comfortable home where one instantly feels relaxed the minute the front door closes behind
you. The property could suit a number of different layouts leaving the new owner to utilise and adapt the various rooms to
create their own story at this outstanding home.
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PO1 2JL

Old Customs Watch House, West Street, Old Portsmouth
Approximate Gross Internal Area = 277.3 sq m / 2985 sq ft
Outbuilding = 7 sq m / 75 sq ft
Total = 284.3 sq m / 3060 sq ft
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First Floor

This plan is for layout guidance only. Not drawn to scale unless stated. Windows and door openings
are approximate. Whilst every care is taken in the preparation of this plan, please check all dimensions,
shapes and compass bearings before making any decisions reliant upon them.

Master Bedroom
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Second Floor

Southsea Sales & Lettings
7/9 Stanley Street,
Southsea PO5 2DS

Sales Tel =023 9281 5221
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Property Management
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Mayfair Office Sales & Lettings
Cashel House, 15 Thayer Street,
London W1U 3JT

Tel-0870 112 7099
Fax—0207467 5339

mayfairoffice@fryandkent.com
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The services or appliances, plumbing, heating or electric installations have not been tested by the selling agent so we are unable to confirm that they are in working order.
Whilst we endeavour to make our sales details accurate and reliable, they should not be relied upon as statements or representations of fact, and do not constitute any part of an offer contract.
The seller does not make or give, nor do we or our employees have the authority to make or give, any representation or warranty in relation to the property.

F313 Ravensworth 01670 713330

TENURE: Freehold

EPC RATING: Exempt as grade Il Listed

COUNCIL TAX BAND: ‘G’



